
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
PR OSPECTUS

ACHIEVING ALL-ROUND EXCELLENCE



Kingswood Preparatory School is 
a co-educational day and boarding 
school situated in a stunning location 
in Lansdown, on the northern edge 
of Bath. As part of the Kingswood 
Foundation, which comprises of 
Kingswood Preparatory School 
and Kingswood Senior School, 
the School is able to benefit both 
from its individual character as a 
school for children from 9 months 
up to the age of 11, and from the 
broader advantages of being part of 
a foundation which offers education 
through to the age of 18.

At Kingswood Preparatory School, our 
aim is to provide a happy, secure and 

friendly family environment in which 
all pupils are both encouraged and 
challenged to fulfil their academic, 
artistic, sporting and musical potential. 
We therefore strive to create an 
atmosphere where all pupils learn 
to live amicably together, gain an 
awareness of others, and begin 
to develop attitudes and values 
which are firmly based on Christian 
principles. In developing the potential 
and confidence of each individual 
pupil, a strong emphasis is placed 
on building up independence, self-
esteem and respect for one another.

We hope that this prospectus will give 
you a taste of what the School has to 
offer your child. However, in order to 
experience the unique essence and 
atmosphere of Kingswood, I do hope 
that you will view this as a first step 
and will want to come and visit us 
personally. I look forward to meeting 
you and showing you what makes 
Kingswood Preparatory School such a 
very special place.

Mr Mark Brearey 
Headmaster
Kingswood Preparatory School 

WE STRIVE TO CREATE AN 

ATMOSPHERE WHERE ALL 

PUPILS LEARN TO LIVE 

AMICABLY TOGETHER, 

GAIN AN AWARENESS 

OF OTHERS, AND BEGIN 

TO DEVELOP ATTITUDES 

AND VALUES WHICH 

ARE FIRMLY BASED ON 

CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES. 

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE HEADMASTER

EVERY CHILD HAS A GIFT, 
AND WE AIM TO FOSTER 

THESE CAPABILITIES 
WHILE DEVELOPING AND 
SUPPORTING THE TRAITS 

THAT ALREADY MAKE  
THEM SPECIAL. 
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THE SCHOOL OFFERS A BROAD, 

HOLISTIC EDUCATION IN WHICH 

PUPILS ACHIEVE ASTONISHING 

SUCCESSES AS THEY CONSTANTLY 

PROGRESS WELL BEYOND THEIR 

NATURAL POTENTIAL. 
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Kingswood was founded in 1748 
by John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism and a passionate believer 
in providing the young with an 
education which embraces values as 
well as learning. Over two hundred 
and sixty years later, Christian values 
still remain central to the Kingswood 
ethos although we welcome pupils 
from every religion as well as those 
who practise none.

Kingswood Preparatory School 
(KPS) moved into its award winning 
building in 1995, set within beautiful 
eighteenth century parkland. As 
the School expanded, it also gained 
the use of ‘Summerhill’, a mansion 

HISTORY  
& AIMS

designed by John Wood the Younger, 
the architect of Bath’s famous 
Royal Crescent. The School enjoys 
magnificent views over the City 
of Bath, and offers a marvellous 
environment in which its pupils can 
learn to appreciate both the new and 
the old. 

In 2018 we added wonderful new 
facilities which have further enhanced 
the learning and experiences of all 
our children. These include new 
classrooms for Year 5 and Year 6, a 
new Art Room, a new Hall, Music 
Room and Practice Rooms as well 
as a new setting for our Early Years 
Provision. 

PUPILS DEVELOP A  
BREADTH OF KNOWLEDGE 

AND THEIR CREATIVITY 
IN RESPONSE TO THE 

SCHOOL’S VIBRANT, EXCITING 
INTERNATIONAL AND 

CREATIVE CURRICULUM.” 
LATEST ISI REPORT 
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Early Years Foundation Stage
The Garden At Kingswood is a 
brand new, purpose built Nursery 
and Reception unit, nestled into 
our stunning grounds. We offer an 
exciting and stimulating curriculum, 
alongside the highest quality care, for 
children aged nine months to the end 
of their Reception year. 

As the children travel on a voyage of 
discovery and adventure, we aim to 
awaken a thirst for learning, helping 
them to develop an understanding 
and enjoyment of the world around 
them. Learning comes through play, 
experimentation, investigation and 
discussion, starting from the children’s 
own experiences and interests. 

All children make full use of the 
outdoor spaces, and the curriculum 
is enriched by specialist teaching 
of Swimming, Games, Languages, 
Outdoor Learning, Music and Art in 
our Preschool and Reception rooms. 

We have a strong ethos of working 
with parents as partners and strive 
to create strong relationships with 

both children and their families. Key 
persons and our bespoke settling-in 
programme help to make a smooth 
transition through each stage of your 
child’s journey with us. Photographs, 
videos and observations are sent to 
parents, keeping you fully informed 
about your child’s day at nursery or 
Reception. Qualified and experienced 
staff create an environment in which 
each child can flourish, and where 
good manners and traditional values 
are encouraged.

Our Nursery is open all year round 
(apart from two weeks at Christmas) 
from 8am until 5.30pm, with an option 
of booking to stay until 6pm. We offer 
a range of sessions, including half 
days or full days. 

Reception
In Reception, we support and develop 
the children’s learning within a 
stimulating environment and through 
a well-planned curriculum, based on 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
Teaching is based around practical 
and hands-on activities and, above all, 
learning is fun. 

THE GARDEN  
AT KINGSWOOD

“MY DAUGHTER  
HAS HAD A WONDERFUL 

START AT KINGSWOOD; SO 
MUCH IS ON OFFER AND 
IT IS SUCH A WARM AND 
WELCOMING SCHOOL.” 

NURSERY PARENT

If adults and children learn together, 
we create an environment of quality, 
confidence and trust. One of the 
most important things to remember 
in Reception is that, for children of 
this age, play remains a crucial factor 
in their development – they learn 
through their play, and their play is 
their work. Therefore through the 
curriculum and daily routine, we are 
able to stimulate their leaning and 
encourage a love of learning.

At this stage, a school’s role is to act 
as a facilitator for children’s learning, 
and make detailed assessments and 
observations of each child’s needs. 
Staff teach rich and stimulating 
whole class lessons, and observe 
children applying their new skills 
independently. 

We plan activities at suitably 
challenging levels, providing 
appropriate resources and 
encouraging the children to explore, 
question and learn at their own pace 
and in their own way. The curriculum 
is based on 7 areas of learning: 
Mathematics, Communication and 

Language, Literacy, Expressive Arts 
and Design, Understanding the World 
(History, geography and science) 
Physical Development, and PSED.

Learning comes through play, 
experimentation, investigation and 
discussion, starting from the children’s 
own experiences and interests. It 
is always fun and stimulating, and 
appropriate to the age of the children 
and their level of development. 

Everyone’s contribution is valued, and 
children are celebrated as individuals. 
With gentle guidance, the children 
learn to order their thinking, to be 
observant and creative, to question, 
evaluate and be bold and confident. 

04 W W W. K I N G S W O O D . B A T H . S C H . U K



W W W. K I N G S W O O D . B A T H . S C H . U K 05



THE CHILDREN ARE ENCOURAGED TO 

DEVELOP A ‘CAN-DO’ ATTITUDE AND 

A CONFIDENCE THAT WILL ALLOW 

THEM TO THRIVE NOW AND IN THEIR 

FUTURE LIVES. 
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YEARS 1 & 2 (KEY STAGE 1)
Year 1 and 2 are a true celebration of 
childhood. Warm, caring and nurturing, 
we pride ourselves on our ‘family’ 
atmosphere, In which our Pre-Prep 
members of our school community 
grow and learn.

We believe that children learn best 
when they are happy and confident, 
and so developing self-esteem and 
a strong sense of identity are high 
priorities for us. Generous staff-pupil
ratios enable teachers and assistants 

to give quality time to each child, 
encouraging every individual to 
explore his or her own unique ideas 
and talents.

We are able to provide a rich and 
stimulating environment which 
inspires our children, captures 
their imagination and arouses their 
enthusiasm. We provide a broad range 
of experiences and opportunities to 
encourage creativity and inquisitive 
thought. Through exploring and 

discovering, our children find out 
about the world around them, but, 
more importantly, develop a real love 
of learning.

With bright, bustling classrooms, 
interactive displays, imaginative role 
play areas and extensive outdoor 
learning facilities, we provide the 
perfect environment for stimulating 
and imaginative educational 
development. 

IN PRE-PREP STAFF  
CREATE A NURTURING  

AND SUPPORTIVE 
ENVIRONMENT, ALLOWING 
YOUR CHILD TO FLOURISH 
AND EXPLORE THE WORLD 

AROUND THEM. 
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Kingswood Prep is a vibrant, dynamic 
Prep department where children 
from Years 3 to 6 flourish and grow. 
We offer a broad, balanced, exciting 
curriculum, enhanced by highly-skilled, 
specialist teachers and tailored to the 
needs of every child.

We believe in an holistic approach to 
education and are firmly committed to 
ensuring that every child is given an 
opportunity to explore his or her own 
skills and talents. Our Form system 
provides a warm, supportive structure 
in which our young learners can 

develop confidence and self-belief. 
We pride ourselves on being able 
to offer a carefully differentiated 
programme of study, catering for the 
needs of every individual.

The Prep School boasts well-equipped 
facilities designed to stimulate and 
inspire. New classrooms for Year 5 
and Year 6 are spacious, with break 
out space. We have a new Art Room 
and a STEAM area where Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Robotics and 
Programming are part of a curriculum 
designed to shape the skills our 

young children need in a changing 
work place. ICT is taught as a cross 
curricular subject and will run as part 
of the whole learning experience. 
We have over 250 musicians 
learning instruments, and our new 
Music facilities will only enrich that 
experience. Over 50 clubs at lunch 
time and after school allow children to 
grow with a mind-set of what they can 
do as opposed to what they cannot. 
That Growth Mind-set permeates 
through the whole school. 

“MY GIRLS HAVE  
REALLY BLOSSOMED AT 

KPS. THEY LOVE THE WAY 
THEIR TEACHERS TAKE 

SUCH A SPECIAL INDIVIDUAL 
INTEREST IN THEM.” 

YEAR 4 PARENT
YEARS 3-6 (KEY STAGE 2)

UNDERPINNING EVERY ASPECT OF 

OUR CURRICULUM IS A FOCUS ON 

DEVELOPING THE SKILLS NECESSARY 

FOR LEARNING: RESILIENCE, 

PROBLEM-SOLVING, CRITICAL 

THINKING, COMMUNICATION, 

TEAMWORK, ORGANISATION AND 

INDEPENDENCE.
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“MY DAUGHTER IS  
THRIVING AT KPS. OUR  

ONLY REGRET IS THAT WE 
DID NOT MAKE THE MOVE 

MUCH EARLIER.” 
YEAR 5 PARENT
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While academic work is at the heart 
of the School, we also place great 
emphasis on the breadth of the 
education we offer our children. There 
are opportunities for all our pupils to 
participate in Sport, Music and Drama, 
not only in the timetable, but also 
through our extensive Extra-Curricular 
Programme.

A host of musical groups meet 
each week and all pupils have the 
opportunity to perform in our various 
concerts, whether as beginners or as 
more experienced musicians.

Drama is another real strength in the 
School. In addition to a whole range of 

AN ALL-ROUND 
EDUCATION

productions each year, many children 
voluntarily participate in the Mid-
Somerset Festival, in our ESB (English 
Speaking Board) activities and many 
also study approved LAMDA courses.

We aim to extend the children’s 
perception and appreciation of the 
world around them through the 
many and varied visits we arrange. In 
addition to visitors and speakers to 
the School we also arrange residential 
courses to various centres. Each 
of the Prep School year groups has 
the opportunity to participate in a 
residential visit each year. These range 
from one night away in Year 3, up to 
four nights away in Years 5 and 6. 

We place great emphasis on 
inspirational teaching and wide 
participation; enjoyment for all is 
important to us, as is the pursuit of 
excellence. Sport plays a large role 
throughout the school week. An 
extensive fixture list enables both 
boys and girls to compete against 
other local schools in a wide variety 
of sports and many KPS pupils 
are successful in gaining sporting 
recognition at county and national 
level. 
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AS PART OF KPS’S COMMITMENT TO MENTAL 

HEALTH AND CHILDREN’S WELL-BEING, STAFF ARE 

DEVELOPING CHILDREN’S SKILLS IN MINDFULNESS. 

NURTURING 
INDIVIDUALS 
THROUGH 
OPPORTUNITY
The fun and fulfilment achieved 
through activities outside the 
classroom can often be as life-shaping 
as those experienced through 
academic study. We encourage the 
development of as broad a range of 
interests and activities as possible; 
this gives our pupils the opportunity 
to blossom and develop as individual 
characters and personalities. 

On many occasions these early 
foundations then develop in a 
remarkable way with some of our 
children going on to showcase their 
talents in national sports teams, 
orchestras and West End stage 
productions. However, whilst the 

success of these gifted individuals 
is the source of much pride, the 
School takes particular satisfaction 
from the fact that all our pupils 
become confident, well rounded and 
articulate individuals because of the 
opportunities first made available to 
them at Kingswood Prep School.

It is our belief that every pupil has 
talents and special interests they 
might like to pursue, and we see it as 
an integral part of our responsibility 
to provide as many opportunities as 
possible to see that every individual is 
properly nurtured to reach his or her 
true potential. 

PUPILS ARE CONFIDENT 
AND ARE ABLE TO EXPRESS 
THEIR VIEWS AND FEELINGS 

WITH SENSITIVITY. THEY 
ARE ATTENTIVE LISTENERS, 

RESPONDING THOUGHTFULLY 
TO ONE ANOTHER AND TO 

THEIR TEACHERS. 
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WE HAVE DEVELOPED OUR OWN 

PASSPORT TO LEARNING PROGRAMME, 

WHICH FOCUSES ON DEVELOPING 

PERSONAL QUALITIES AND THINKING 

SKILLS, ENHANCING ABILITIES IN 

AREAS SUCH AS INQUISITIVENESS, 

ADAPTABILITY, RESILIENCE, MORALITY, 

COMMUNICATION, THOUGHTFULNESS, 

COOPERATION, RESPECT AND ENQUIRY. 
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ENCOURAGING 
TEAMWORK
In promoting individual development, 
we are keen to emphasise the role 
individuals play as part of a team, and 
we therefore encourage all our pupils 
to take part in the many team-based 
activities we offer. Whether on the 
sports field, taking part in a drama 
production, or being a member of 
the School choir or orchestra, such 

activities teach children valuable 
lessons about the ways in which they 
can help and support one another 
whilst also learning much about 
themselves. Appreciation and respect 
for the needs of others is an essential 
part of our pupils’ development and 
is central to an understanding of the 
School’s values.

 In encouraging all our pupils to look 
beyond themselves and to appreciate 
the needs of others, we also place 
great emphasis on charity fund 
raising activities, on an understanding 
of important global issues, and 
on building positive relationships 
throughout the School community. 

“PUPILS DEMONSTRATE  
A MATURE UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE NEEDS OF OTHERS 

LESS FORTUNATE THAN 
THEMSELVES. THEY ARE 

KEEN TO TAKE LOCAL AND 
GLOBAL ACTION TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE TO OTHERS.” 

LATEST ISI REPORT
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Boarding at Kingswood Prep School 
commenced in 1998 when High 
Vinnalls, a modern, bright house set 
in extensive grounds within the Prep 
School estate, was designed to house 
up to 20 young boarding boys and 
girls. Our youngest boarders are in 
Year 3 aged 7, and our oldest in their 
last year at KPS, Year 6.

The House Parents, supported by 
Assistant House parents, live in High 
Vinnalls. They are assisted daily by 
school staff and at weekends by 
boarding staff. The fully equipped 
School Medical Centre is a short 
distance from High Vinnalls. In the 
evenings, carefully selected Year 9 

BOARDING
students from our Senior School, who 
act like older brothers and sisters to 
our young boarders, assist the adults 
in their duties.

Outside, woodland and the adventure 
playground border the extensive 
garden at High Vinnalls. There is 
ample space and provision for sports, 
games, building dens, or riding 
bicycles, which are provided by the 
School. Meals for the boarders are 
prepared by the School caterers and 
served in the dining room at High 
Vinnalls. The weekends at High 
Vinnalls are filled with house activities 
and a variety of trips to visit local areas 
of interest including the City of Bath, 

wildlife parks, the cinema, adventure 
playgrounds, countryside walks and 
even boat trips on the river.

A special feature of boarding at KPS 
is that, unusually for prep schools, 
our boarding is for primary aged 
children only. When they move on 
to the Senior School the children are 
based at Westwood House, which has 
boarders (and day children) in Years 7 
and 8, before joining their main school 
boarding house.

High Vinnalls has a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere - a real home from home. 
Please do come and see for yourself.

OUR STAFF ENSURE THAT THE 

CHILDREN RECEIVE THE HIGHEST 

LEVELS OF PASTORAL CARE AND 

SECURITY WITHIN A NURTURING, 

HOME-AWAY-FROM-HOME 

ENVIRONMENT. 

“OUR SON HAS  
DEVELOPED NOT ONLY 

ACADEMICALLY, BUT ALSO  
BY PARTICIPATION IN 

THE WIDE VARIETY OF 
OPPORTUNITIES. HE REALLY 
FEELS WANTED AND LOOKS 
FORWARD TO THE START OF 

EACH TERM WITH EAGER 
ANTICIPATION.” 
YEAR 5 PARENT

16 W W W. K I N G S W O O D . B A T H . S C H . U K



W W W. K I N G S W O O D . B A T H . S C H . U K 17



MOVING ON
Almost all children at Kingswood 
Preparatory School move at the end of 
Year 6 to Kingswood Senior School.

Preparation for the entrance 
assessments is appropriately 
thorough, with a clear emphasis 
on supporting individual needs, but 
we never lose sight of the broader 
educational objectives in our Year 
6 teaching. We aim for a seamless 
transfer to the Senior School, and 
regular contact between the Prep 
and Senior staff is a key feature of 
our programme. Core values are 

consistent across the Foundation and 
it is our experience that pupils from 
the Prep School find the transfer to 
the Senior School both a natural and 
an exciting move at this stage of their 
education.

In recent years, pupils have enjoyed 
considerable success in gaining 
scholarships to the Senior School, 
with awards made not only for 
academic performance and potential, 
but also in SPORT, ART, MUSIC AND 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY. 

“BOTH OF OUR  
CHILDREN HAVE HAD  

A FANTASTIC TIME AT KPS 
AND ARE WELL SET UP  

FOR THEIR YEARS AT THE 
SENIOR SCHOOL.” 

YEAR 6 PARENT
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OUR AIM IS TO IGNITE CHILDREN’S 

IMAGINATIONS WHILE 

SIMULTANEOUSLY EQUIPPING THEM 

WITH THE SKILLS THEY WILL NEED FOR 

WHEREVER THEIR LIFE AND LEARNING 

WILL TAKE THEM. 
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BATH IS A LIVELY, 
THRIVING CITY WHERE 
ANCIENT HISTORY AND 
GEORGIAN ELEGANCE 

SIT COMFORTABLY 
ALONGSIDE A DECIDEDLY 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 
COSMOPOLITAN BUZZ. 

Whilst our local families already 
appreciate the beautiful place in which 
they live, we cannot complete this 
prospectus without highlighting how 
fortunate we are at Kingswood in 
being within walking distance of such 
a renowned World Heritage City. Bath 
is certainly regarded as one of the 
loveliest places in the world.

Bath takes its name from the perfectly 
preserved Roman Baths which are 
visited not only for their historic value, 
but also the natural hot mineral water 
springs that are still evident and even 
available to be enjoyed within the 
Thermae Spa in the heart of the City. 

Whether it is the magnificent 
eighteenth century Georgian 
architecture, the landscaped gardens 
and parks, the fine art galleries 
and museums, or the vibrant and 
cosmopolitan shopping centre with 
a plethora of cafés and restaurants, 

A REMARKABLE 
LOCATION

there is something for everyone, and 
the city is compact and safe enough 
to walk everywhere. 

Our boarding pupils have the 
opportunity to spend time enjoying 
the City at weekends, and benefit 
from the many cultural events 
that take place, including the Bath 
Mozartfest in November, the Bath 
Literature Festival in March and the 
Bath International Music Festival in 
May - a particular feature in the School 
calendar involving the majority of our 
musicians who are regularly invited to 
take part in the opening ceremony. 

As well as offering a rich variety of 
activities, Bath is surrounded by 
beautiful countryside and many other 
famous places including Oxford, 
Stratford on Avon and, of course, 
London, which is only 90 minutes 
away. 

KINGSWOOD’S 218 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL LAND 

IS WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF THE WORLD 

HERITAGE CITY OF BATH. 
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Kingswood Prep School
College Road • Bath • BA1 5SD • UK 

Admissions 
T: 01225 734462 • E: kps-admissions@kingswood.bath.sch.uk 

www.kingswood.bath.sch.uk


